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A  M E SSAG E  F ROM  T H E  P R E S I D E N T

ENDLESS OPPORTUNITIES  

for creative expression are woven into the 
rich tapestry of life at Penn, offering gateways to 

self-discovery, connections to new friends, and exposure to the 

culturally vibrant city of Philadelphia.

Countless students find their passion through the arts at Penn, 

and many come to define themselves in new ways: as business 

leader-painter; as historian-musician; as engineer-actor.  The 

possibilities are as varied as our students’ limitless potential 

for expressing themselves through the arts.  

As your students make the Penn experience their own, 

the arts can light the path toward greater personal and 

professional fulfillment and cross-cultural understanding. 

Encourage your children’s involvement in the arts—on 

campus and beyond. Inquire about Penn’s galleries, literary 

cafés, musical and performing arts groups, community 

collaborations, and interdisciplinary academic 

programs that promote creative thinking. 

Ask them to be your tour guides when you 

visit.  Share the arts at Penn and, together, 

discover new perspectives on the world. 

 

Sincerely,

Amy Gutmann, President
Christopher H. Browne Distinguished Professor of Political Science 
Professor, Annenberg School for Communication
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“I’ve always enjoyed public 
art and how public art can 
influence social movements,” 
Anisa says. “To have the chance 
to meaningfully engage in this 
conversation just blocks from 
Penn’s campus has been really 
rewarding.” 

ST U D E N T  S P OT L I G H T
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Opportunities at Penn are boundless, thanks in no small part to Penn’s location in one of America’s most vibrant 

cities.  Anisa Hasan-Granier, C’20, will tell you that what they say about Philadelphia is true—it’s the city that loves 

you back.   

“There are a lot of benefits to gaining experience off-campus,” shares Anisa, who currently interns with Al-

Bustan Seeds of Culture, a local nonprofit dedicated to presenting and teaching Arab culture through the arts 

and language. This year, Al-Bustan helped 

bring Tunisian-French street artist eL Seed 

to West Philadelphia, where he created a 

mural as part of Al-Bustan’s (DIS)PLACED: 

Philadelphia project. 

Anisa—who hopes to declare a major 

in Health and Societies with the goal of 

attending medical school—is also actively 

engaged on campus. The sophomore from 

Washington, D.C., is a member of Social 

Impact Consulting and serves as Vice Chair 

of the United Minorities Council at Penn, 

the undergraduate coalition of Caribbean/

African-American, Asian/Pacific Islander, 

Latino, and Native American student 

organizations.

For those classmates looking to step off 

Locust Walk onto less-beaten paths, Anisa 

says it only takes identifying your interest 

and following up with a few emails and coffee 

dates. “The opportunities are there if you’re 

interested. It’s just about finding the one that 

speaks to you.” 

 

Stepping Off Locust Walk

Anisa Hasan-Granier, C’20, in front of eL Seed’s
“Soul of the Black Bottom” mural in  
West Philadelphia, part of the (DIS)PLACED: 
Philadelphia initiative. The initiative explores 
the theme of displacement across Philadelphia’s 
diverse communities.
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Parent Resources
As a parent, you probably have some questions about your child’s potential study abroad experience. Cost? 

Safety? Don’t worry—Penn Abroad has resources to answer your questions and reassure you that your student 

is in good hands. Visit: global.upenn.edu/pennabroad/parents

NOT READY FOR A FULL SEMESTER AWAY?
Students who choose not to spend a full semester studying abroad still have plenty of options:  

ENGLAND  Home to historically great universities and 
several millennia worth of history—and just a Chunnel away 
from mainland Europe—England has it all. 

FRANCE  You might know France for its culture, its priceless 
art, and its unforgettable landmarks, but did you also know 
about its world-class universities?  You could say it has a 
certain je ne sais quoi that you just won’t find anywhere else.

SPAIN  With seven Penn partner schools located around the 
country, Spain offers a vast range of educational options for 
every subject. 

AUSTRALIA  Penn’s five partner schools Down Under are all 
members of the Group of Eight, Australia’s “Ivy League.” 

SCOTLAND  Scotland’s top-level universities, fantastic 
culture, and epic beauty are all nearly impossible to resist.  
Yes, there is a loch to like about studying here.

HONG KONG  This booming region has one of the world’s 
most dynamic economies, events and sightseeing aplenty, and 
educational opportunities in a variety of subject areas.

ITALY  Rome, Venice, Milan, Bologna—great locations and great 
schools make us want to say “Ciao” to the perfect study abroad 
experience.

ISRAEL  Israel stands at the crossroads of history, religion, and 
technological advances.  At Penn’s state-of-the-art partner schools, 
students are able to experience all of these in a unique 
study abroad opportunity.

IRELAND From the bustling 21st century hub of Dublin to the 
country charm of Connemara, Ireland has something for students of 
every interest.

CHINA  With 4,000 years of history and culture, schools that are 
charging up the ranks of the world’s best, and exciting partnership 
programs across a range of Penn’s academic departments, China is 
fast becoming a favorite study abroad locale.  

EE

FFF

SSS

A

Wharton Global Modular Courses:

Wharton students are famously busy, and these 

intensive workshops are built to suit their needs.  GMCs 

last about a week, take place during school breaks, and 

are the perfect choice for students who can’t devote 

the time for a traditional semester abroad.
 

Check out the GMCs here:  

global.wharton.upenn.edu/organizations/global-

modular-courses/

Penn’s Global Internship Program offers students the 

chance to intern or conduct research for eight to twelve 

weeks over the summer.  The Penn Global Seminars allow 

students to pursue an in-depth line of study on campus, 

and then launch into an intensive, short-term travel 

component.   

Global Internship Program: global.upenn.edu/gip

Penn Global Seminars: global.upenn.edu/pennabroad/

programs-and-deadlines/global-seminars  
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                           STUDY ABROAD DESTINATIONS
PENN’S TOP 10
Each year, Penn Abroad helps more than 1,000 undergraduates travel to over 50 countries and pursue a wealth 

of educational opportunities.  Here are some of the most popular choices.
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PENN’S COMMITTMENT TO ITS STUDENTS goes far 

beyond providing them with an Ivy League education. 

From nutrition and physical fitness to social activities, 

Penn endeavors to create a community where the whole 

person can grow and be healthy. 
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SPIRIT of 

PENN

the

 Through new initiatives such as Wellness at Penn, 

the University gives students the resources they need 

to maintain not only their physical and mental health, 

but also their spiritual wellbeing.

Rev. Charles L. Howard, C’00 (on right), has been 

University Chaplain since 2008.  His official function 

is to oversee religious life on campus, which means 

everything from offering the opening prayer at 

Convocation and Commencement to mentoring 

students and advising Penn’s more than 50 campus 

ministries—a diverse group that includes Hillel, Penn 

Buddhism Club, Penn Newman Catholic Ministry, 

the Hindu Jain Association, and many others.  The 

Chaplain is responsible for making sure that staff 

at these organizations are up to date with related 

campus initiatives and proper protocols for helping 

students.  “We are producing programming, speaking 

and teaching, and building the kind of organic 

relationships that are necessary to promote a culture 

and community of health,” he says.  

161326.indd   4 3/30/18   12:50 PM



Howard believes that one of the most important 

things he can do is to help create an environment where 

students’ spirits can flourish.  “For some folks that’s 

being part of a worship community, for others it might 

be through yoga, or through the arts, or a moving piece 

of music,” he says, offering a deeper insight into what 

his duties involve.  “The inner life needs to be taken 

care of just as vigorously and seriously as our physical, 

intellectual, and emotional life.”

One particular area where Howard often sees students 

challenged is in the transition from high school to 

college.  “A couple of months ago they were seniors, now 

they’re the youngest; they were their team’s stars, now 

they’re riding the bench,” he notes.  “They were the class 

presidents, now there are three hundred other kids who 

were class presidents, too.”  But Howard sees this as yet 

another chance for the Office of the Chaplain to lend 

a hand: “I think we do a great job of catching students 

when they land here and creating a home for them.  That 

doesn’t take away the challenge, but it does come with an 

opportunity to start anew.”

Building a healthy community by creating a welcoming 

space does not just apply to the University’s faith-

practicing students.  Howard estimates that non-religious 

students make up about half of all the individuals who 

come to visit him.  “We’re there for any and every student, 

whatever they’re going through.  One definitely does not 

need to be a part of a religious tradition to be served and 

loved by our office.”

5

Top to bottom:  Yoga on 
campus; Menorah lighting 

at Hillel; Holi Festival 

For more information about Penn’s many campus ministries, 
visit: chaplain.upenn.edu/student-organizations
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With their bold colors and mesmerizing patterns, 

the vibrant yarn paintings of José Benítez Sánchez 

make a provocative statement.  For the undergraduates 

enrolled in Intermediate Spanish, the interpretations 

are as varied as Sánchez’s fearless palette.  At Penn 

Museum, students interact closely with a remarkable 

31-piece collection of the artist’s work, expanding 

the limits of their Spanish language skills as well as 

their cultural perspectives. Since 2015, faculty across 

every discipline have been taking their classes to 

the galleries, giving their students a fresh venue to 

enliven their curiosity and connect with subject matter 

in unconventional ways. This is what drives Penn 

Museum’s academic engagement program.

“We want students to experience another way of 

learning about the world,” says Dr. Anne Tiballi, the 

program’s director. “They are primarily exposed to 

their academic areas through text, but we can also 

teach them how to use objects as primary sources. We 

want them to come in and have a direct connection 

with an artifact—to be physically confronted with an 

experience, a story that is very different from their own.” 

While the Museum’s collections may be rooted in the 

past, the staff is forward thinking when it comes to how 

students engage with them. 

“Recently we’ve had collaborations with computer 

science courses to do 3D modeling of artifacts and 

3D renderings of archaeological landscapes, and with 

architecture students who use software to redesign the 

ergonomics of pieces from our furniture collection,” 

Tiballi explains. 

There are also many ways that undergraduates can 

take advantage of Penn Museum’s resources outside 

of their class schedule. For the past five years, the 

Reframing  
how students engage 
with Penn Museum

PENN PARENTS  MAGAZ INE  •  SPR ING  2018
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S C H O O L S  A N D  C E N T E R S

Digging Deeper
     at Penn Museum 

Did you know that students receive free 

admission to Penn Museum year round? 

Parents are also invited to visit free of charge 

during Family and Alumni Weekends.

INSIDER OPPORTUNITIES 

During select Friday afternoons, students 

can engage with one of the world’s greatest 

collections of ancient artifacts during a curator-

led gallery tour. After the tour, your student will 

have the opportunity to chat with the curator 

over tea and cookies.  

FUN FACT: Penn Museum is the largest university 

museum in the United States, maintaining 

a collection of nearly one million historical 

objects. Wondering where to start? The Egypt 

Gallery remains a favorite among visitors thanks 

to its 13-ton, red granite Sphinx of Ramesses II 

surrounded by the best-preserved royal palace 

ever excavated in Egypt.

 

Your student can GET A FIRST LOOK at the new 

Middle East Galleries, featuring 10,000 years of 

human history, opening this spring! www.penn.

museum/exhibitions/galleries-and-exhibitions/

middle-east-galleries

Museum’s exhibition internship program has brought 

students together with curators and programming 

staff to help fully develop an exhibit—from curation to 

fabrication to installation. There’s also the Clio Society 

(appropriately named for the muse of history), the 

Museum’s undergraduate interest group where students 

train to become docents and collaborate to host iconic 

campus events such as a Halloween costume party and 

Clue Mystery Night. The Museum has even served as a 

backdrop for student music videos, and it set the scene 

this spring for a Penn Fashion Collective photo shoot.

“It is their museum,” says Tiballi. “Our students have 

access to our collections to conduct their own research 

or just to pursue their personal interests. Any way that 

they are inspired to engage with the collections or 

galleries, we can figure out a way to do it.”

Intermediate Spanish 
students discussing 

their interpretations 
of Sánchez’s work.
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PLATT HOUSE  
Takes Center Stage 

THE LOUNGE AT PLATT STUDENT PERFORMING ARTS HOUSE 
might be the most colorful space on campus—and not just thanks to its 

brightly painted walls.  
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Nestled between Spruce Street and Woodland Walk, 

Platt House is always buzzing with performers trying 

out new material for an open mic night, students 

teaching local middle-schoolers, or undergraduates 

fueling their mid-term cram sessions with free coffee. 

Founded in 2006 and named in honor of Penn alumni 

Marc E. Platt, C’79, and Julie Beren Platt, C’79, the Platt 

House is home to the Performing Arts Council (PAC), 

which organizes 46 different student-run performance 

groups including dance, spoken word, jazz, stand-up 

comedy, theatre, a cappella, and more. Whether you 

find yourself catching Soundworks Tap Factory at the 

Iron Gate Theatre or giving a standing ovation at the 

Mask and Wig Clubhouse, the Platt House is at the 

heart of creative expression all across campus. 

“What’s super important about Platt House is that 

all of our groups are student run,” says A Cappella 

Council Chair Anthony Anchelowitz, C’18, a senior 

majoring in communications and cinema and media 

studies. “Working to bring our performances to the 

highest professional level they can possibly be is not 

only invaluable leadership experience, it’s also vital for 

innovation and for raising the bar in how we engage 

with the Penn community.”

As a vibrant and integral part of the University’s 

culture, the PAC helps run more than 100 

performances each academic year. And while 

the many organizations under the PAC umbrella 

are committed to making every show as polished 

as possible, students from a wide range of 

backgrounds—even those with no experience—are 

encouraged to get involved. 

“You don’t necessarily need experience to be cast 

in a show or to do tech. In fact, a lot of my groups have 

students who have never participated in performing 

arts until coming to Penn, and they’ve found that 

it has really added to their time here,” says Susanna 

Jaramillo, ENG’19, a junior from New Jersey who runs 

A  L O O K  I N S I D E
T H E  H E A R T  O F  P E N N ’ S 
P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S  S C E N E

“In high school, I did a lot of performing 
arts, and I knew that I wanted to continue 
to do so in college even though I’m 
studying a hard science”     
-        SUSANNA JARAMILLO, ENG’19
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the Theatre Arts Council. 

“I am one of those people,” chimes in Grant Shao, 

ENG’18, GEN’18, chair of the Singers, Musicians, and 

Comedians Council. “I always admired watching 

performing arts, but was never confident enough 

to personally get into it until I arrived at Penn from 

California. I felt like I was far enough away from home 

to explore outside of my box.” 

     The breadth and complexity of Platt House 

offerings are also ideal for students like Nick Silverio, 

W’18. Chair of the Dance Arts Council (DAC), Nick 

took a gap year to be a professional dancer in New 

York and plans to return to the city to pursue a career 

in the field. Nick will graduate from Wharton this 

spring with a concentration in dance management. 

“I think something people don’t really know about 

Platt is that most of us come to Penn with a non-

performing arts major—you’ll have pre-med, 

engineering, computer science, and nursing students 

who are all pursuing these distinct career paths while 

still finding a creative outlet at Platt,” says Nick. “Any 

student who comes into Platt House would agree 

THE IN CROWD 

The Class of 2022 can get an insider look at the Penn 

arts and culture scene from the moment they step on 

campus with the Penn Arts Pre-Orientation Program. 

For five days before New Student Orientation, Penn’s 

newest Quakers can enroll in master classes, explore the 

University’s cultural hubs, take a mural arts tour around 

the city, and connect with other students who share 

their passions. FIND OUT MORE at www.vpul.upenn.edu/

osa/preprog/partsdesc or contact Associate Director 

Megan Edelman, C’11, at 215-898-2150.

GET SOCIAL 

Follow @PlattHouse on Facebook for news on upcoming 

events and performances, or sign-up for their weekly 

events calendar at bit.ly/platthouse

it has added something invaluable to their Penn 

experience, changing it for the better.”

Director Laurie McCall shares that the mission 

of Platt House goes even further in promoting 

student engagement and inclusivity. Spearheaded 

by Community Service Chair Karis Stephen, C’18, 

the Platt House coordinates a number of programs 

off campus, including conducting workshops at 

area schools, donating more than 500 tickets to 30 

city organizations, and through its newest initiative, 

Penn Outreach Performers (POP), putting on shows 

for places such as Ronald McDonald House and the 

YMCA.

“As amazing as what they do on stage and in the 

classroom is, the impact they have outside of that 

is just as phenomenal,” says Laurie. “At Platt, it’s not 

only about ensuring that students have space—both 

physically and creatively—to express themselves, 

it’s also about making them better leaders across 

campus.”
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THE PENN BAND got its 

start more than 120 years ago as a 

rag-tag group of fun-loving students 

dedicated to sharing Penn’s spirit at 

school events, and in the intervening 

years…nothing has changed.  

That’s not exactly true.  It has 

grown bigger.  In fact, the band is one 

of the largest student organizations 

on campus and boasts a huge (and 

hugely devoted) alumni network.  

These days, you can find the band’s 

123-or-so members participating 

at nearly every major Penn event, 

from home games to Hey Day to 

Commencement.  According to the 

band’s director, Greer Cheeseman, 

EE’77, “It’s not a Penn event without 

the Penn Band.”

Cheeseman, who started with the 

band while a student in 1973, became 

assistant director in 1978, and has 

been directing since 1994, is nearly 

as much of an institution as the band 

itself.  He leads the band in more 

than 100 performances per year, in 

addition to his other duties as a full-

time staff member at the University.  

When asked where he finds the 

energy and what keeps him coming 

back, his answer is simple: “It’s too 

much fun.”

For band president Emily Elenio, 

C’19, the band is fun, but it’s also 

a place to bond with like-minded 

individuals.  “My favorite part of 

the band is the community.  In high 

school, I never had such a large group 

of people I enjoyed spending time 

with.”

Trombone player Jeanette 

Freeman, C’18, agrees, adding, “I’ve 

established a family and support 

system here that I’m confident will 

remain long after graduation.”   

In an academically competitive 

environment like Penn, the band’s 

mix of friendship and community 

can be a valuable asset for students.  

As Cheeseman says, “We’re the fun 

group.  More kids than I can count 

have come up to me and told me, ‘I 

wasn’t going to join, but then I saw 

what you’re about.’”

With such undeniable 

camaraderie, there’s a strong 

possibility that the Penn band will 

spend the next 120 years having a 

great time together.

they band together 
 Celebrating 120 Years of The Penn Band
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1897

1922 1997

1959 2017

The band is started and 
grows to 27 members.

Following a reorganization, 
band membership jumps 

from 30 to 144.

Louise Erlich becomes the 
first woman allowed to play 

with the band.

The band celebrates its 100th 
anniversary and forms its 
own alumni association.

By its 120th anniversary, the 
band plays more than 100 

events per year.

A N N I V E R SA R I E S
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You’ve been on the Parents Council since 2012, and 
Co-Chair for almost two years. What made you first want 
to get more involved with the University, and what have 
you enjoyed the most?

Jackie Bral (JB): When our twins began their education at 
Penn, we knew immediately that we wanted to be a part of 
this remarkable community—but now their school was no 
longer down the street, it was across the country. I initially 
contacted the Penn Parent Outreach and Development 
Team and was so impressed by their welcoming manner, 
encouraging demeanor, and positivity that I knew without 
a doubt that I had to be involved. By joining the Parents 
Council, the serendipitous outcome was that the distance 
between Los Angeles and Philadelphia became virtually 
non-existent.  We have enjoyed working with a dynamic 
group of committed and passionate individuals ever since.  

 

What advice would you give other parents interested in 

becoming more active at the University? 

JB: The number one piece of advice I would give to other 
parents is, “just jump in!”—don’t stress about it being too 
hard. We all have a gift or talent that we can contribute. I 
never worried about the “how” because there was always 
someone at Penn to guide me.  

As a parent of two proud Penn alumni and another Quaker 

graduating this spring, what have you appreciated the most 

about your children’s campus experience?

JB: When I think about being a part of the Penn community, 
gratitude is the first thing that comes to mind. Each of our 
children felt that Penn offered everything they were looking 
for in a college: academics, social life, community involvement, 
and diversity. As if this was not enough, all of the above 
happened to be located in a city that was not only rich with 
culture, but that was also rich with history. In our opinion, 
a Penn education is nothing short of exceptional! Both my 
husband and I truly believe children need a safe space to 
make choices and decisions and opportunities to find their 
niche. Penn provides that for them. 

What has been your family’s favorite Penn memory?

JB: Moving each of our children into their freshman dorm 
continues to be our absolute favorite memory. It symbolized 
the beginning of a remarkable journey. Admittedly, a couple 
of their rooms were a little “tight.” However, the tiny rooms 
were the impetus for making life-long memories. At the end 
of freshman year, it was difficult for them to part from their 
home away from home.

From left to right: Kaveh, Isabelle, Jackie, Sabrina, Kevin

VO L U N T E E R  F O C U S

Interview with Jackie Bral 
p e n n  p a r e n ts  c o u n c i l  c o - c h a i r 

Jackie Bral, PAR’15, PAR’18, vividly remembers 

each time her family celebrated together after seeing 

“Hurrah, Hurrah” appear on the screen—first when 

her twins, Kevin, W’15, and Sabrina, C’15, were 

admitted to the University, and three years later when 

her youngest daughter, Isabelle, W’18, joined them.  

From hosting welcome receptions at their home and 

creating a Named Scholarship to move-in day and 

dinners out with her kids’ friends on campus, Jackie 

has enjoyed all the ways she has connected with Penn 

over the years.  We chatted with her to discuss the 

unique relationship that Penn parents form with the 

University.  

want to get involved? Please contact Rachel Shearon at rshearon@upenn.edu or 215-746-4647 for information on how you can 
share your time and energy on campus and in your home regions!
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Student Research
Q: What resources are available for my student 
who wants to participate in a research project?
 

A: Engaging in research projects is a highlight of many Penn 
students’ experiences. Students should start with the Center for 
Undergraduate Research & Fellowships (CURF) to learn about 
different types of research projects, finding a faculty advisor, 
and funding opportunities. You can find more information 
about CURF and the many options for student research at  
www.curf.upenn.edu/research/need-to-know.

Care Packages
Q: How can I send a care package to my student?

A: Nothing brightens a student’s day like a package from 
home! You can mail one directly to your child’s College House, 
or you can order care packages and birthday cakes through 
Penn Student Agencies. They also have options for holidays 
throughout the year, as well as treats for final exams. Go to 
http://bit.ly/quakercarepackages to see all the ways you can 
surprise your Quaker!

Transportation
Q: What options exist for my student to get off 
campus and explore Philadelphia?

A: There are plenty of options to get around the City of 
Brotherly Love offered by both Penn and SEPTA regional transit. 
Penn’s buses operate every evening between campus and 
Center City, and there are also on-call shuttle services. Multiple 
SEPTA bus routes—including the University City area’s LUCY bus 
system—service the campus, as well as the high-speed Market-
Frankford subway line. Additionally, SEPTA runs trains to the 
Philadelphia International Airport for easy commuting before 
and after breaks. For Penn students, Philadelphia’s exciting 
historical and cultural offerings are just a few stops away!  
 
 

Check out the Penn Parents website for more FAQs:  
pennparents.upenn.edu/faqs 

Parent FAQs
You’ve got questions, we’ve got answers.

PA R E N T  F O C U S

 
2018 Senior Parent Gift Fund
supports two exciting initiatives at penn 
 

Penn First Plus works to represent and 
support a unique population of Penn students. These 
students arrive on Penn’s campus with a distinct set 
of needs, and many have never been exposed to the 
world of higher education before coming to Penn. 
Students report needing additional support navigating 
financial aid, moving into dorms, and understanding 
the costs of attending college beyond tuition.   
 

      The Provost’s Fund for the 
Enhancement of Undergraduate 
Education provides the Provost flexibility in 
supporting all undergraduate students as they 
navigate Penn. Students can petition for funds to 
start a club and professors can apply to enhance 
their classes. In past years, gifts to this fund created 
innovative learning spaces, such as SAIL (Structured, 
Active, In-class Learning) classrooms. It is one of the 
fastest ways to impact student life at Penn. 

          Please make your gift today! 
pennparents.upenn.edu/the-parents-fund/senior-gift

1.

2.
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